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LOCATIONS OF PARKS 

AND RECREATIONAL 

FACILITIES ,p 47 
~ ~ 0 C, 

~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 

~ 0 ~ 
'3 c· cv 

PARI( AREAS ~ ~ " 
ATWOOD PARK 1962 5.1 1-4 

AVERILL PARK 1960 7.4 ·G-2 

BANCROFT PARK 1920 44.2 C-6 

BASSETT PARK 1940 3.4 C-4 

CAVANAUGH PARK 1958 s.o H-5 

CEDAR REC. CENTER l940 0 .7 D-5 

CLIFFORD PARK 1920 5 .4 F-5 

COMSTOCK PARK 1934 82 C-4 

COOLEY GARDENS 1938 1.4 E-5 

OUNNEBACKE PARK 1954 5 .4 C-3 I 
DURANT PARK 1920 3 .0 D - 5 

EDMORE PARK 1940 0 .4 C-4 

ELM PARK 1938 5.6 E-5 

ELMHURST PARK 1957 5.0 G-4 : 

EVERETT PARK 1964 3 .0 H-5 

FENNER ARBORETUM 1952 1200 F-7 

FERRIS PARK 6 .0 D-4 

FILLEY PARK 1940 22 B-5 

FOSTER PARK 1919 4 . 1 E-7 

FRANCES PARK 1918 57.6 F-3 

GIER PARK 1945 37.1 B - 5 

GRAND RIVER PARK 1927 420 F - 2 

GRANO WOODS PARK 1939 139.0 C-1 

GROESBECK GOLF COURSF" 1923 115.2 C-6 

HULL COURT PARK 1940 5.9 D-3 

HUNTER PARK 1940 14.4 E-6 

INGHAM PARK 1959 I LS G-3 

KAH RES PARK 1965 50 J-5 

KALAMAZOO PLAZA 1923 0 .6 E-5 

KENDON PARK 1952 5 .3 H-6 

LARCH PARK 1940 o.~ C-5 

LEWTON PARK 11957 1.7 F-2 

LINCOLN PARK 1937 1.3 E- 4 

LYONS PARK 1951 5.0 G-6 

MARSHALL PARK 1940 13-5 D-6 

MILLER RO. C"L4M . HAI I 1961 0.3 J-5 

MOORES PARK [910 22.7 F-4 

MUNICIPAL PARK 1947 7.0 E-B 

OAK PARI<' 1852 18.3 D-5 

119 FIELD ARMORY PAR~ 6.8 D-6 I 

ORMOND PARK 1931 8.8 C-6 

PLEASANT VIEW PARK 1959 7 .5 H- 3 

PORTER PARK 1939 7.0 C-6 

POTTER PARK 1915 102.0 F-6 

POXSON PARK 1949 16.8 G-5 

PRIGGOORIS PARK 1959 263. A-8 

QUENTIN PARK 1938 10.2 F-3 

RANNEY PARK 1917 18 .4 D-8 

REOLA PARK 1919 0 .6 G-5 

REASONER PARK 1913 5.8 C-5 

RED CEDAR GOLF COURSE 1926 SO.I E-8 

REUTTER PARK 1878 3.0 E- 5 

RIVERSIDE PARK 1918 7.3 F-4 

RIVER STREET PARK 1947 3.8 E-5 

ST. JOSEPH PARK 1945 18.9 E-3 

SCOTT PARK 1929 8-7 E-5 

SCOTT WOODS 1951 70.0 G-6 

SEVENTH PARK 1954 1.6 8-5 

SHUB EL PARK 19:!l 555 F-6 

STABLER PARK 1940 5.7 E-6 

SYCAMORE GOLF COURSE 1919 54.0 F-6 

SYCAMORE PARK 19~ 9.9 F-6 

TECUMSEH PARK 1954 24.0 B-3 

WAINWRIGHT PARK 1962 5.4 H-2 

WALDO PARK 1949 0 .5 H-5 

WALSH PARK 1963 4 .0 E-6 

WASHINGTON PARK ,942 44.0 G-4 

WAVERLY GOLF COURSE 1939 87.7 D-2 

WEST SIDE PARK 1944 16.8 D-3 

WILLOUGHBY PARK 1964 49.8 K-4 

COPE 41465 
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LOCATIONS OF 
AND RECREATIONAL 

FACILITIES 

PARK AREAS 

ATWOOD PARK 
AVERILL PARK 1960 7.4 ·G-2 

BANCROFT PARK 1920 44.2 C- 6 

BASSETT PARK 1940 3.4 C-4 

CAVANAUGH PARK 1958 5.0 H- 5 

CEDAR REC. CENTER l940 0 .7 D-5 

CLIFFORD PARK 1920 5 .4 F - 5 

COMSTOCK PARK [9 3 4 8 2 C-4 

COOLEY GARDENS 1938 1.4 E- 5 

OUNNEBACKE PARK 1954 5.4 C-3 

DURANT PARK 1920 3 .0 0 . 5 

EDMORE PARK 1940 0 .4 C-4 

ELM PARK 1938 5.6 E-5 SCFTBALL 

ELMHURST PARK 1957 5.0 G-4 

EVERETT PARK 1964 3 .0 H- 5 

FENNER ARBORETUM 1952 120D F- 7 

FERRIS PARK 6 .0 0-4 

FILLEY PARK 1940 22 8-5 

FOSTER PARK 1919 4. 1 E -7 

FRANCES PARK 1918 57.6 F- 3 

GIER PARK 1945 37.1 8-5 

GRANO RIVER PARK 1927 42.0 F-2 

GRANO WOODS PARK 1939 139.0 C-1 

GROESBECK GOLF COURSE 1923 115.2 C-6 

HULL COURT PARK 1940 5.9 0-3 

HUNTER PARK 1940 14 .4 E-6 

INGHAM PARK 1959 118 G- 3 

KAH RES p RK 1965 50 J-5 

KALAMAZ PL Z 1923 0.6 E-5 

KE NOON PARK 1952 5.3 H-6 

LARCH PARK 1940 o.~ C- 5 

LEWTON PARK 11957 1.7 F-2 

LINCOLN PARK 1937 1.3 E- 4 

LYONS PARK 1951 50 G-6 

MARSHALL PARK 1940 13.5 D- 6 

MILLER RO 1961 0.3 J-5 

MOORES PARK 1910 2.2 .7 F-4 

MUNICIPAL PARK 1947 7'. 0 E-8 

OAK PARI<' 1852 18.3 0 - 5 

119 FIELD ARMORY PAR 6.8 D-6 

ORMOND PARK 1931 8.8 C-6 

PLEASANT VIEW PARK 1959 7.5 H-3 

PORTER PARK 1939 7.0 C-6 

POTTER PARK 1915 102.0 F - 6 

POXSON PARK 1949 16.8 G- 5 

_ PRIGGOORIS PARK 1959 263. A-8 

QUENTIN PARK 1938 10.2 

RANNEY PARK 1917 18 .4 

REOLA PARK 1919 0 .6 

REASONER PARK 1913 5.8 C-5 

RED CEDAR GOLF COURSE 1926 60.1 E - 8 9 HOLE COURSE 

REUTTER PARK 1878 3!l E- 5 

RIVER SJ OE PARK 1918 7.3 F-4 

RIVER STREET PARK 1947 3.8 E- 5 

ST. JOSEPH PARK 1945 18 .9 E-3 

SCOTT PARK 1929 8.7 E- 5 

SCOTT WOODS 1951 70.0 G-6 CIRCLE 

SEVENTH PARK 1954 1.6 B-5 

SHUB EL PARK 19~ 555 F-6 CIRQ.E 

STABLER PARK 1940 5.7 E- 6 

SYCAMORE GOLF COURSE 1919 540 F-6 9 HOLE COURSE 

SYCAMORE PARK 19~ 9.9 F-6 

TECUMSEH PARK ~o 8-3 

WAINWRIGHT PARK 5.4 th2 

WALDO PARK 0 .5 H- 5 

WALSH PARK 
WASHINGTON PARK 
WAVERLY GOLF COURSE 
WEST SIDE PARK 
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1. 

Introduction 

The purpose of this project was at the outset ·.;wo-fold: 

1. 'l'O determine where and on whom the responsibility for 

making final decisions i.n park planning and maintenance 

fell~ 

2o To determine the function of City Planning 1n the park 

areao 

Thia f11·st purpose grew out of a concern ov~r the lacl:: 

of modernization of: certain features at Potter Park .. 'Ihe 

second purpose dealt directly w3.th a ·u.nit study 1n the so­

cial studies curriculum and would be of value to both in­

structor and student.· 

As resource people ·were contacted and resource mater1als 

read and reviewed it soon became apparent to the writers 

that whEL'l~ was actu....q,lly being dealt with in this report was 

the development of parks 1n the Lansi11...g area O and 1 t 1s upon 

park development that emphasis in this report has bei.:m placed. 

·~11th the fou.-~-day work week no longer a dream '1 but an 

approaching real! ty, the le1slll"e of the family beeoro!:JS the 

concern of the community .. \·Jhat determines the artas to be 

used for parks and rec:reetion as the city rapidly expands, 

and consumes the land within 1ts boiJndar1es? Do the ch1ldren 

of today have adequate fac111ties for recreation? what assur­

ance can we have that in ten.fifteen. or twenty yea:r::i our 
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2. 

youngsters w111 have land available so that they can dis­

cover and enjoy nature.? 'Ihe plight of ghetto children play­

ing in streets and alleys of decaying cities must not be 

repeated 1n Lansing. It is with this concern that the 

writers set about to determine what prov1s1ons are being 

made for future park development. 
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5. 

Procedure 

'l'he wr1 ters first made the decision as to the spec1f1o 

area to be studied, then divided this area into relating 

categories. Included was an historical background, present 

park planning, spec1f1c park class1f1oat1ons including several 

ava1le.ble examples of each, and future park planning. 

Both wr1ters interviewed, as a team. the resource con•• 

tacts. The expectation was that such interviews would heighte;n 

the wz1ters' awareness of community resources. The interviews 

were conducted by appointment. The utmost courtesy and coop­

eration was extended to the writers. Resource materials such 

as charts, pamphlets 11 maps and booklets were graciously ancl 

generously offered. One young ma.no in City Hall's Par.Ks and 

Recreation off1rie; not only promised reproduction or maps 

found in a dusty back-corner bin 1n four to five days, but 

kept the promise as well. 

'lhe wr1 ters di v1ded the parks that were to be surveyed 

for the proJectu An 1nvest1gat1on as to available fae111t1es 

for classification was made at each park and col~red pictures 

were ta.keno Because of the great number of parks 1n the Lan­

sing area, only those were chosen which would be~t·represent 

their specific olass1ficat1on. 

'l'he writers felt that b7 exploring the past and present 

in the area of parks and their development a clearer and more 

concise ascertainment of future park planning could be made~ 
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Fark Classification 

It is suggested t.1at plallots should be operated by 
\ 

pri"ate persons and organ~zations, and ord1na.r11y should 

not be included ln the par .s operated by the mun1c1pa.l 

government. Although this is 6enerally t;rue"' theee is 

scarcely a city in the cow1try that has not found it ne-

ceasary to become involved 1n that sort of operation. ~ven 

1r1 new si tua t1on 0 in tances r.,.ay ar1se 1n small end cor1-

gested ai'eas 1n which this type of park ia 'l,he best solu­

tion a a11able to provide some degree of recreation sere» 

v1ceo 

'l'he ne;xt smallest and n:ost elemental class1f1oa t1ori 

is the neighborhood p-rk of wh1oh one to two acre per 

thousand populo.t1o:n ought to be set aside. The next h1gher 

category is that of pl yfi lds to which has b en ess16ned a 

a3.m1lar one to two acre per thouQand populat1ono Flayfields 

are expected to scr 1 .e two or more ne1ghborhoodse usually 

three or four w1 th a radiu of influence of a m1le a.nd e. 

half to t·o mile o large park areas constitute the next ca .. 

tegory to which ha been attributed five acres per thousand 

populationo and the eharao;er of which 1s noted in general 

ter.rus on the schedule" ~')pec1al use par" .o follow O w1 th t1:~o 

acres per thousand population attributed to then. This makes 

a total oft nacres per thousand populet1on for the entire 

pork and recreation system of the municipality. 
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s: 
Neighborhood parks al'ld playfields are predominantly 

characterized and·influenced by active recreation for the 

age groups from about eit~ht to the earJ.y twenties. 'i'he 

neighborhood parks are the parks which can be reached by 

walking to them; the play:r1eld type requires the use of 

bicycles and cars although a fair number can wall: to the 

location. The younger children and the adults use these 

fac111t;1es but not to the extent that other age groups use 

themo Areas for athletics. games, amusement, club gather1ngE 

and the like become the controlling feature of the des1gn.­

Pleas1r.\g patterns• beauty of landscape and peaceful. envi­

ronment are part of the designs, but are not the controlling 

factorso 'l'he influence of the recreation directors and the 

recreation program not 011ly influence but actually dictate. 

the character of the park.a 1n these two class1f1cat1ons. 

It 1s to be noted that neighborhood parks and play• 

fields are relatively new 1ntroduc·t1ona 1nto the pattern 

of mu...~1c1pal park systemo •. Prior to 1900 or even 1910, park 

systems were constructed 1n the best tredit1on of the "foun­

ding fathers". '.l'hey consisted of several large parks (100 

acres or more) 1n the several radial portions of the city. 

connected by a parkway system .. Large parks are widely spaced 

and like all other parks are designed for resto contemplation o 

appreciation of scenery, and sedate use rather than for 
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G. 

active play. 

'l'he functions e.nd features which distinguish large city 

parks fr·om spec: .al use parks are often vague. In most s1 tu­

at1ons special use functions have been separated from the 

formerly large city perks and given a hooe of their own-­

conservatories and flower gardens, zoos. arboretums 0 outdoor 

theaters 0 museum sites, golf courses. large mun1c1pal stadiums 

and spo:rt centers. 'l'hat 1s because so often the apace required 

for such funot1ons under present F>tandnrds is too great to be 

put "in a corner" of a large city park. But many large city 

parks are still extensive enough to encompass land required 

for one or more of these functions and for the moo t part such 

functions are not 111compat1ble with the original idea of a 

large c1 ty park .. 

Priggooris Park o s1 tua ted nort,heast of the Lansing area r 

would fall under the class1f1cat1on or Reservation and Pre­

serve ... ~1th the ultimate development of fac1lit1es" including 

Grass Lake, 1 t w111 serve the ur't.l.n area of Lansing and pro­

v1de a1~as not requ1r1ng 1ntens1ve development. AlthoUgh at 

one t!me Pine L.,ajce, later kno~m as lake Lansing, could have 

been class1f1ed under this same category, it was felt that 

1t 1s now too extens1vely developed and too great a distance 

from the 1IlJiled1ate area to be so included in th1s report. 
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Hecomrrended Ste.ndai"ds 
for 

.Park Area and 8erv1ce 
7. 

Type of s ze Area per service Locatton Usual facilities 
_P_a_r_k __ A-r_e_a_t--·---+!, __ 0_0_0_1:_~r-s Area & ..:-'ie~s , ____ _ 

Play lot Lass 
than 1 

Special ~sually High den- Paved areasi,s1tting 
Facility 1m1ted to sity neler ·rea. and play equip-

1ngle bo1~hood I rnent f >::" small 
Jblock or lw/o usual f children. Usu-

I a.ds respo11sib111ty. 
! rroJect private ally a private 

! 

1-(-~-;t-,_ .,-gh-6-~:°-o-~--.,.~i-f n-!-!-~-e...;

1

1~1-a_!_~_e_;_l mf~/ sq· s:~~oih~r !-:~-i1'.:~;t ~ ~ ;~~; =~ -
hood Park}J .

1 
;center of 1reas & pla11tingr 

I p.rea wassive/rustic ar.eao 
', 

1 I l ·~1n1zm.un auto pa.r­
ing. 

Playt').el .... d-i..1"""5 ... -'""'2_,5,.._~1._t_o__,,.2----41...-s-q-.. -mile; a t/nee:X:- se ball, football 
0 

+Athlct1\1 acres ~cres; 1. 4-5 neigh• Jor 111- enn,.s; f1eldhouse 
P1elil i .acre ac- ; orhood teroeetioncommw.'lity center; 

1, t.1 ve play lun1 ts 1 !Pool H'l,.gh t lights; 
I f ia,uto :parking o 

- I. . -acres ~ sci;mi~here .. ulthieti~ f~l1tieS, 
ear roads Jean stay ! i of area rustic; 

~e 
I 

' I 
! -,-

!Parkways ~ar1es 
p~menta. I 
! Areas.. I 
Spec1a.i.. I Parks 

l1eserva tl.on'several. 
• & undred 
reserve ~cres o rore 

f aocess ina,ture.l f Auto parking must 
1 be spacious off -
i streeto . 
! 
i ·~~-!-----~~~+-~~·~--+---~--~-------~~~ I' acres 
! 
I 

one; 1t long wa- 11.argely scenic; may 
ervea the temays; Yjbe golf courses"etc .. 

ent1re ur- ~1v1c oen~Fair grounds~ monu­
n area ~era;zoos,~ents, etc. 

fgard .. ns & I 
}nuae ums a. tf 
reenter r 

10 aor_e_s~-,l!;n-.~-t-1~r-e~u-r---~fr1nge !aust1c & w1ld areas, 
ban area blr f , area,at; nature/h1k. ,.ng trail, 

11sable ! bridle paths, bird 
s1 tes I sanctuary, boa ting, 

f

• l fishing. Ex ;ens1 ve 
j development not 

.l . j requi __ r_e_d_. _____ _ 
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Res:.;UI'Ce. Con-cact: Mr. Birt Darling 

Title .. .A.uthor 

!-ddres 1; 212 Loree :Srhre, East Ll.l!l ... )lng 1 ··ichigan 

P'none: 332-1290 

10. 

.".t tb.a turn of the century Lansing had only two p3.rks 11 

with r.o park nystem er anyone to administer what little the.1.1! 

was. 

'J:he two pe.rks were the old '.l.'h1rd •• ai-d .Park betwee·n 

~outh Cap1 tol Avenue and Townsend, le. ter to be renamed ~en­

·t:ral Park, and finally Reutter Park. 'l:hEi second was Oak .Park 

out ~st Shiawassee ~h1ch nutomatioally became a parkland 

w1 th removal of bodiea to the new hount Hope Cemetery in. l8'7C. 

In 1909 J., Henry hoores presented Lansing w1 th eightee1: 

acres of la11d knotr-zn s.s i:oores Park and upon his death willed 

another strip of wooded land to the ci t:0 
0 which was named 

Franc.es Park~ after his wife, Sarah Frances Goodman. 

In the late 1800s two wealthy ·t;imbar kings owned pr1~· 

vate parks 1n I.ans1ng .. The first of the::.e was the James N. 

'l'urner estate II later 1-·nown ea the Dodge Estate and later the 

Great Lakes Bible School. 

The other private park and zoo was O\a'ned by Charles :.: .. 

DaViE1 9 a.nd ex.tended from the lJOO block of East 1'.1ch1gan to 

East Kalema.zoo. Dav1a kept a variety of an1~.alE including a 
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11. 

herd of deer and u pet ot, ~.e.t~., 

L1tlle was done to attract the public to use of the 

existing parks as there was no parks department, even though 

a Park and Cemetery Boe.rd had been set up 1n 1912 * 'rhe pa.rkr, 

1.;cre r:. till under the jur,.Pd1 r-+-ion of the Put..l1c ;.·:or ks Dep:;i r ' -

ment and it was not until the Commissioner of the .Parks and. 

Cemeteries Board stormed into the office of hayor J.Gottl1eL 

Heutter demanding a 'qual1f1ed forester• to ma;ne.ge the grow-· 

1ng park system that the parks department came into its ownc 

'Ihe first thing the new. qualified forester, H. Lee 

Bancroft, had on h1a hands was a fast-growing zoo at 1,ioores 
l'7 

Park, conta1n1ng the hard-to-~aise elk herd from the Turner 

Estatea More importantly, the park system now had a director 

responsible to the Park Board for park plann1ngo 

In 1912 James iv. Pot$er deeded to the city a sizable 

piece of land from a large tract of land acquired by h1m 1n 

190Ja At that time 1t consisted of only one farm house and 

the private zoo of Charles Jo Davis~ 

A special comm.1 ttee was set up for d.evelopment of the 

park 0 with Potter as charrman. He was concer.ned over the 

fact that the park was so far out in the country but was re­

lieved when the streetcar people agreed to extend their line 

clear out to his parko Today this 1s one of the most th1cklF 

populated areas 1n Lans1ne;o 
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Early in the 1920s the zoo was moved from Soores N.~.K 

to Potter Park where more room was available for animal oon­

t-:.1nment. 'l'he lion house was bu11 t shortly before the 1928 

crash, the bird a vtary was built by the \Jorks Pr~j~<:t 
Administration i n the early 19JOs t o be followed by the out-

door container for monkeys. 

'l'oday the Park Board of Lansing has under its jurisdic­

tion over 80 parks 0 including 55 supervised playgrounds. 4 

golf courses, and J cemeteries. the 'qualified forester• has 

been replaced by many 'park naturalists', which would indeed 

be gratifying to the first Park Board of 1912. 
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Resources Contact: ~r. Ted Haskell 

'l'i tle: Assistant Director -~ Parks and l(~cr·e:Ei:t: iGi!i 

Address: Lansing City Hall 

Phone: ;72-5000 

15. 

Information: The Lansing Department of f~rks and Recreation 

consists of 2,000 aoreso82 parks,4 golf coursesoJ cemeteries 

and includes vector control. A wide variety of recreation 1s 

provided including tennis, swimming, playground programs, a 

senior c1t1zen pe,ogram, performing arts, and educ•t1on centers. 

The park and recreation program is based on two sets of 
valueso The land values are termed 'parks' and the human 

values are termed 'recreation•. For a park program to justi­

fy its development there must be an equal mixture of both 

sets of values .. 

When the need for a new park becomes apparent, a study 

1s made by the Park Boardo Under the Budget Process, a sur­

vey ls made of streetsoland -and sewer development, fire stan­

dards, and equipment, depending upon the class1f1eat1on of 

the proposed parko A model park 1s then constructed .. When 

the needs and reeommendat1ons tor the proposed park have been 

developed? the plan 1s then forwarded to the City council for 

approvalo 

Population dens1ty 1s the one most 1lllportant determining 

factor 1n considering a new park development. In a low-cost 
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housing project with hi.gh density the need for recreational 

facilities for the young would be of prime importance. In 

areas where there is a concentration of senior citizens such 

facilities important to their needs would be developed. 

Wijen a permit for a housing project or a subdiv111on 

development is submitted and approved by the City Council. 

they in turn notify the Park Board of the planned project in 

order that adequate park and recreation fac111t1es will be 

made available for this area. 

The Park and Recreation Board attempts to provide ser­

vices for all of the people 1n the Lansing area. A 1m1nute 

vacation• 1s available for everyone, whether to bat a ball, 

cook a hamburger, or listen to a bird call, see a tree or 

touch a roseo 
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Resource Contact: hr. Richard L.icmerman 

'I'1 tle: Redevelopment Director ro·r Urban .Henewal 

Address: Lansing C1ty Fall 

Phone: 372-5000 

Information: Urban Renewal began 1n Lansing in 1965 an:i'. 

since that time the central business district has undergone 

drastic change. ¥rom 1955 to 1964 the retail sales 1n down­

town Lansing declined over 20fo while retail sales ih the 

metropolitan areas increased over 100%. Stores built 1n the 

late 1800s were standing empty and dilapidated as many busi­

nesses moved outward to new and more convenient surround1ngso 

Urban Renewal Project #1 includes that area 1n the im­

mediate central business d1str1ct. In 1964 assessed valuation 

of the buildings in this area was ~2.4 million. Upon comple­

tion of Urban Renewal Project 11, the same land area will 

have an estimated assessed valuation of i12 m1111on. and 

produce an estimated ~750,00 annually 1n property taxes. 

This 1s an increase of ~600,000 over 1th 1964 revenue. 

In the Urban Renewal .Projec·t ill stood 117 bu1ld1ngsoof 

which 70fo were sub-standard, 25fo empty, and 5% condemned. 

With few exceptions Urban Renewal has purchased these and 

successfully relocated both businesses and fam111es.Ei3bteen 

families were relocated to outlying areas, as were 250 single 

men who had been living above the stores in single rooms. Re­

location reimbursement was provided for both the actual cost 
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AIEA SQ. n. PRINCIPAL USES ALTERNATE USES 

1 98,010} 108 900 College Expansion lA 10,890 • 

2 61,380 Public Parking Ramp 
College Expansion, 

Residential, Cultural 
2A 17,820 } 69 300 Public Parking 
3 51,480 ' High Rise Apartment 

4 25,650 Office Parking Retail 

5A 25,000 Public Parking Ramp Retail, Service, Office 

5A2 8,750 Public Alley 

5Al 2,940 l 35 280 Office, Retail ) { Culture, Parking, Service 
58 32,340 J • Office, Retail J 
5C 36,000 Office, Retail Culture, Parking, Service 

6 13,200 Office Service, Retail 

7 13,200 Office Service, Retail 

7A 1,100 Public Right-Of-Way 

8 40,800 Office 

SA 2,592 Public Alley 

9 30,294 Office 

10 20,196 Office Retail, Service 

11 11,550 Office Retail, Service 

12 15,400 Retail, Service Office 

128 2,200 Pedestrian Way 

12C 2,200 Pedestrian Way 

12A 5,610 l 12 210 Office, Retail . 
13 6,600 J • 
14 73,656 Public Parking Ramp 

14A 13,464 Public Alley 

15 89,839 Retail Center 
Office, Motel 

16 20,300 } 44 635 Public Plaza } 
17 24,335 ' Public Plaza 

756,796 TOTAL 

~ 
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PARCELS AVAILABLE AND PLANNED USES 

The primary objective in development of the land in URP # 1 is to make possible 
the construction of buildings, with complimentary uses, under a well-coordinated 
plan. Individual parcel development must relate in design and function to ad­
jacent parks and the area as a whole. The focal point of Lansing's project is 
the Washington Mall, and buildings must be oriented in design to the use of 
the Mall. Pedestrian passage ways and plazas are included in the over-all plan 
to encourage easy pedestrian access to and from parking facilities and between 
commercial users. All development proposals will be reviewed by the City's 
architectural design consultants so as to meet these objectives. Study of the 
map and explanation below will show what is planned. 
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of moving and up to ~1,000 for rent readJustment. Some 

businesses preferred to remain 1n the downtown area, while 

others found it to be advantageous for their business to 

move out of the center area. 

Actual redevelopment under Project #1 was tne last com­

pleted building for I.ansing Community College. 'l'he t•iich1gan 

Bell Building will be completed in 1970 at a cost of $6 

million. ~he Leonard D1str1but1ng Building 1s half-complete 

with the cost ot $1.6 m1ll1on. The N.ichigan Dental Associ­

ation Building begins construction next week at a cost of 

Jl.J million. Next to go into construction will be the $15 

million complex built on the block surrounded by Washington, 

N1ch1gan, Grand t> and Ottawa. This will consist or a t·w~lve­

story,350-room motor hotel, a fifteen-story office building 

and a two-storyohigh quality retail center. 

Both sides of the Grand River 1n this central area will 

become public parks featuring a pedestrian mall and boat lan­

ding, and that area both north and south of Nich1gan on ~vash-

1ngton Avenue w1ll become a mall featuring landscaped areas, 

fountains, and shopping plazas. 

In the future, you may stand at what is now the northeast corner 
of Washington and Ionia looking south and see this scene unfold. 
While plans are not finalized, this artist's conception of the Mall 
makes it a thing of beauty as well as a joy to convenience-minded 
downtown shoppers. 

Forest Parke Library and Archives - Capital Area District Libraries



SAGINAW 

LAPEER 

IONIA 

OTTAWA 

w 
:::::, 
z 
w 
> 
<( 

0 
z 
<( 
a: 
C) 

Forest Parke Library and Archives - Capital Area District Libraries



11. 

Urban Renewal Project #2 

Urban Renewal Project #2 1s an extension of the area a­

round Project #,1. Forty-one acres encompassing the Grand 

River on both sides from E1ch1gan to .Saginaw Avenues are 

included. Parts of the area east and west of 1th river will 

be used by Lansing Community College for campus developmento 

Some of the area east of Grand River will be used to relocate 

commercial bus1nesseso The entire riverfront will be heaut1~ 

f1ed as a public park to take advantage of the river's natural 

beauty. 

DOWNTOWN RIVERFRONT 

The Grand River where it crosses Michigan Avenue eventually 
will frame a panoramic entrance to the central business district 
and Capitol Complex. The planned public park will feature a 
scenic overlook and boat landing, and be a valuable attraction for 
retail stores and offices to be constructed nearby. 
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Urban Henewal Project #J 

Phase Three in Lansing's progression Urban Renewal Pro­

gram will begin with an application to be submitted early in 

1969 to the Federal Government. through the Department of 

Housing and Urben Development,for approval of the overall 

proJect. Upon approval, surveying and planning may begin. 

The area 1n Project #3 encompasses nearly 108 acres of land. 

Of the )JO structures 1n the area more than 60,% are sub­

standard. They are almost equally divided between owner and 

renter-occupied. When completed. the section involved can 

provide a model setting for low, moderate and middle income 

homes, including apartments, shopping areas, business and 

commer,&u.1.l establishments. 

Plans are being formed for the eventual removal of the 

White Motor Company from this area with the hope of its re­

locating within the Lansing community. 

ProJect #J 1s the cost ambitious and far-reaching plan 

ot Urban Develpment but 1t will fulfill the words expressed 

in the 1949 Federal Housing Act: "A decent home and suitable 

11v1ng environment for every American family.," 
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Place: '.~oldumar: A Regional outdoor .l:.Cduca t1onal Center 

Classification: Preserve 

Resource Contact: David Cross 

Title: Project Instructor 

Address: 501 Chanticleer 
Lansing, h1ch1gan 

Phone: 372•20.'.39 

19. 

Description: i~oldumar was donated to the I.ansing area by Hrs 

R.E .. Olds w1th the st1pulat~.on there this land was always to 

remain in 1ts natural or wilderness state. 

The Na·cure Ways Assoeiation, which develtped this area, 

is d6d1oated to the expansion and promotion of outdoor edu­

cation .. 

Tours a1•e provided for interested groups throughout the 

year. Camp Discovery. providing an outdoor education program, 

1s run throUghout the year~ During the summer, courses are 

offered on a weekly basis to children ot the Ea tor1-Ingham­

Clinton counties. 

World. Conservation nay 1s observed each year, which two­

day program for young people 1s ded1oated to the conservation 

and preservation of natural resources of the countryo Last 

year, 1,500 young people part1c1pa1;ed in this event .. 

1;:oldwnar oons1sts ot· 180 acres of pr1me cover. It 1s 

located otf Waverly aoe.d on old Highway 27 going west. 

~·i1old~mar would be classed as a preserve, 1n that 1 t is 

to remain 1n 1ts :ri..atural state, eventUS1lly reverting to a 

primeval or 11 cl1max• area., 
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ges2.};-l~Cd Contact: Mr~ Raymo~d Guer.usey 
Title: City Planner "·· . 
.Address_: City Hall 

P'4~ 372-5000 
Information: At the present t::.me Lansing is known to have one 
- e H•esee 

of the best park systems in the country~ About 15%·of its dev-

eloped land area is for parkso·-:- f'or every one hundred people 
about 1~3 acrese I·t the population and growth of business were 
iio sta,y the same as they are now 1. everything would be in order 

and propor~ion~ Howeverr more people are moving to Lansing yearly 

and the present amount o:f parks will be unable to handle all of 

·t;he people°' Therefore, perhaps it was with this in mind that con­

vinced the lawmakers to adop·t; Act 285 o:f the Public Acts of 

lViichigan which st;ates that park recommendations must be reviewed 

to e.ssure adaquacy espec:t.ally in new subdivision plans.~ In the 
Lansing nrea lc, .... r,.cJ?es of pc1.rk land for evel"Y 100 persons is 

proposed.. S~nce · t"'ne gres.test 3.rea of growth of population seems 

to be iri ·t;he south and west of the city,. it is here that more 

parka are needed..-
FQllowi:ng is a Table .39 of Compr~ensiv-e Master 11!!! for 

1960 .... 1980 by the City Planning Board., Lansing$' Michigan, page 1400 

&'ummar-y of Proposed "J?iiblic Recreational AreaB 
I!'AC ILITIES NO a CITY OF LANSING *'"ACRES 
Play-Lots 3 2/>0 
:Keighborhood Parks 10 132 ¢ 0 

and/or Playgrounds 
I!:l emen·liru.""Y School 

with Ple.ygrounds 34 
Playfields 3 
Junior Hish Schools 

with Playf'ields 
Athletic Fields 
Senior High Schools 

with P1ayfields 

6 
4 
3 

25106 
29e9 

121,;9 
60-:-2 

130p0 

Community Parks 4 265~7 
City~wide Parks 4 157 ,A· 
Reglqnal Park 1 300.GO 
Riverside Park ! 187,,-0 
Golf Courses __}_~ 226~6 

TOI1AL -·55 --·--- l ,.Sb473 
Goals, v-t:luesf and !;he 11e~ds of the people are the major 

consic1e,ration.s of city planne:rt ,. Witt, these in mind they work 
f c,r- a be\; ·;e .c community~ Forest Parke Library and Archives - Capital Area District Libraries
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' 
Ti·tle: HLstorifln of' the Lan.Eling Area. and Principal of High Stree-t 
-- School 

!_gµress...t High t\t7~eet Schoolt 1717 North H±.gh Street; 

Phone: 4f:34=138' · 

In:foi"ID.ation: LiinHing is a city rich in history and parks¢ One 
--'""*' la~ 

of the olflest piii.i:ar, Reubter Park is loca.ted in the heart 

of downto{,in La.nt-dttg,, acr >ss i:1he stree·h :from t,1e Lansing Public 

Library and jus f1 two blobks sc.u th of the St;at 3 Ca.pJ.tol Building~ 

Dur•ing th life oj~ the park its name has been changed several 

tlln.es. It has t,eJm know 1 as Thi:l"d Ward Park, Ce.a.tral ParJc: 1 

aDd now Rautter Pti.rk.., B'3maitling in the down own area this park 

offers a ~elaxihg atmosp1ere in the midst of busy city life~ 

othe.L· parkf.i ,,Tith inbere.Eltine; histories :.nclude FI·anc~s 

Parkfl Moores Pafk. Potte ... Patk, Oak Park~ and Sycamore Parke 

In more detail ·bhe land f'or b'o·ch Fran.ces Pru:•k and Moores I 1Jil'k 

wes aonat ~a. by ··hu farseeing phiJ anthropist J .. H .. Moores., It 

wa.s at Mo res Pt'.rJ!: whe·C'€ Lan.:iing': fi 1"st zoo was located ... 

Mre James W r, P ,tor ga\re the J an.c, :fo:r• the pre.sent Pot,ter Pa1. .. k 

about the time <1f World War Cne,. Oak Park was first a cerrteter-.r~. 

then a school s•tt~i ond 10w El plEl.ygrotu1d,,. Sycamore Park has 

al\vays ber;n f.t b"l). pa.:- .. 1nd et one time hostEid a ~randata.Ddc 

Parks0 as pE•oplE1 ,i are chimgi:og and their hiGtoriest as rec ">rd.a 

o:f' fnmili1Js, Hho lJ.d. be kt~pt aad presersv-ed.: 

Forest Parke Library and Archives - Capital Area District Libraries



Recreation Highlights 
~t~!{,~~~ 
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Resource Contact: Mre Rusty Bowers 

Title: Playground Director 

Address: 2925 Cooley 

Phori.e: 372-3421 

Information: The Parks Department of the City of Lansing 

has sixty parks which have supervised recreation during the 

sum:ir.er monthse Both a male and feri\s.le playground director are 

pl~ced i~ each of these parks~ Mr~ Bowers is one of the directors 

of ·Lewton Park .. Working from 12:30pm to 8:30 pm; Mr Bowers 

set5up a daily schedule of activities for the 40 to50 children 

who come to the park dailyc A typical day may include soft~all, 

early in the afternoon$ crafts, free times and ball practice 

for the various city leagues~ Each park has a team that plays 

against other nearby park temms., At the end of the eight week 

season pls.yoffs and championship games are held~ The children 

in attendance at this park range in age form 5 to 14., They a:Gle 

forn1ally registered at the beginning of the summer for precau­

tionary reasons in case of an accidente Should one occure in 

the course of the day the child's parent and the park police are 

notified"' Children who play in league games must have their 

parent's permission when they register~ 

The playground directors are in charge of the children 

who come to the park"' They not only organize the gamesi but 

also participate in the games with the childreni The children 

need aid enjoy their leadership¢ Playground equipment is su:pplied 

by the Parks Department through five supervisors for the parks c 

In summary r> Mr Bowers feels that being a Playground Di1·ector 

is indeed a rewarding and enrj.chi ng experience in learning 

mo:r~~ ebrn.,_·t; chtld:Pen., 
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Park: Sunnyridge Tot Lot 
me::zer::rrra 

Classification: Playlot 

Location: In various area.s of Risdale Street 

Description: At the Su:nnyridge Townhouses s a new low cost 

housing development~ there are five areas 8 each about 60 square 

feet II with special cement playground equipment on the:JJ..., Some 

of these ·c 1ement objects are large turtles . a porpoise~ a.nd 

moclern cement figures c These tot lots provide recreation 

.areas for the children who live in the housing complex,. Although 

such playgrounds are usually built for only small children 1 

at Sunn;yridge children up to junior high age seem to enjoy 

the playlots.~ Not only do these lots provide areas f ,:,r f'un and 

recreations 'but they also act; as a melting pot where the 

neighborhood children ge.ther and get to k.now one another as 

well as learning how to get along with their neighbors~ 

No definite plans for auditions to these tot lots have 

been voiced :for ·t;he futuI·ec 
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Parks Clifford Park 

Class1f1cat1on: Neighborhood Park 

Location: 600 East I<.tount Hope Avenue 

Description: Clifford Park. acquired 1n 1920, covers an area 

of 5.4 acres and 1s typ1cal of the ne1ghborhood parks or Lan­

sing. 'l'he park is 1n a thickly populated area of 1tihial city and 

affords tennis, softball. and basketball playing D S®'rlfJr&l 

pieces of playground equipment are located on the east side 

of the park, as well as the p1cn1c tables. 

The day that th1s park was visited by the writer many 

smaJ.l children were enjoying the playground facilities. sever­

al mothers had brought lunches and all were enjoying the p1c­

n1c tables • .Boys were playing a softball game at the opposite 

end of the park, and a group or teen-agers had arrived by car 

to play tennis. It 1s a park that 1s evidently doing a good 

Job in this area of meeting the demands of the people. 
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Park: Durant Park 

Classification: Neighborhood Park 

Location: Bounded by Uorth ~.Jash1ngton, Capitol Avenue, west 
Saginaw• and I0iaple streets. 

Description: Durant Park, acqu1red in 1920, is one of the 

citJ's most attractive small parks situated in the downtoxn 

section of Lansingo 

It was named as a monument to one of the • Idea tr.en• whQ 

helped pioneer the automotive industry 1n the early 1900so 

~1lliam Durant was known as the little man with a b1g brain 

and a world of daring who built better than even he realized. 

In 1921 his ourants and Stars were rolling off assembly lines, 

with more than 20000 men on the payroll. In 1930 'Billy' Durant 

mmt into reoe1versh1p and the Lansing plant closed its doors 

to be taken over around 1936 by Fisher Body. 

A formal garden grows in the center of this park, and a 

playlot for small children is located on the north side of 

the blooka Benches are placed among the large shade trees. 

making this a lovely and restful area on a hot summer day. 
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!:_a;i:1£ Ingha:'n Park 

Clas.§1.ficatio.!ll, Playground (N"eighborhood Park) 

Locatlon: Catherine Street and Fauna Avenue ·-- ,. -, _,.-i:L.-... 

26. 

Descriution: A plot of land set aside in a large residential ..,....,., * 

neighborhood,. Ingham. Park is a pleasant place to rest, one's ey es 

from the zig-zag patte~n of the city streets near it and to 

re.st one's ears from the hunt of tra£fic not far away on Mount Hope 

Avenu e Durin.g a quiet stroll through the park the writer 

heard many wild bird calls and was indeed surprised to see 

so much wildl:i.fe on an 11.,8 acre pl.ot of land in the city~ The 

most amru;:ing sight was that of a pair of pheasants not far 

from the pa.i"'k signe oth~r in·teresting things in the park 

include a peaceful area for picnics, a delightful area of 

some standard and some unusual pleyground equipment to not to 

menti.on pla.,,-f'ields for basketball$ softbalL1 and for winter 

f'un a skating rink and warming sheltero 

By 19?1 a shelter is planned for Ingham Parke !twill 

cost about t20l'IOOO.,OO and will be a. covered area for picnics and 

other programs of the playground,. Financing will cor,.e from 

general revenue from ·the city's general fundo 
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27. 
Park: oak Park 

Class1f1cat1on: Neighborhood Park 

Location: Enter west off the 600 bloek of North Pennsylvania 
Avenue 

Description: Oak Park, consisting of 18.J acres, is the oldest 

park 1n the city of Lansing, hav1ng been acquired by the Lan­

sing Township in 1852. It served as the cemetery until the 

1870sp when it automatically became parkland with the removal 

of bodies to the new Mount Hope Cemetery at that time. 

On the particular day that this park was observed by the 

writer, two park counselors were with several children, but 

there seemed to be little activity. Something abou~ the general 

atmosphere of tl1s park seems to bt~y 1ts age--1t needs a 

general sprucing up. Next year the city has allocated ~17p500 

for a 'field office expansion' at this park with an additional 

$15,000 to be used this year for general improvements over ex­

isting conditions. There is a sliding hill for winter act1v1-

t1es along with a small warming shelter • 
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Park: Pleasant View Park 

Classification: Playground (Neighborhood Park) - -· 
~_QcatiOil!, South Pleasant Grove Road 

Description~ Edging the eastern end of the ?e5 acre Pleasant 

View Park is a wooded area used for picnics0 This makes a 

quie·t i restful place for a picn:te sa·b' away f1•om ·t;he noisy 

street "' In front of this area are special places for sqftball 0 

baseballti basketball..~ playground equipment~ tennis,, tetherbalL, 

and a warming shelter for ska.ters ln the winte:c·, ~lthoug~ Pleasant 

View Park :is e.djacen-.; to the Pleasant View School this park 

has been owned by the city since 1959 and is open the year 

a.round for all people of the surrounding neighborhoods to 

use and enjoye 

In the future citizw1s c.s:n look forward to the plans of 

a Pleasant View Center wh:i.ch will be used by a.11 people in 

South West Lsnsin.g for various ::::inds of recreat;ioncl The $1001)334_,00 

cost of the ce1:rte1.• w:ill be financed through General Obligation 

Bonds which the ch;y will buy back from the bonds sold and 

through Federal Open Space Funds whose money is used for ~uiring 
i,.t 

and developing poten't;ial :recrea:1iion s:i.tes and oper"ing recreation 

sites,, 
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Park: C 1vai1.at?.gh Park 

Classificof;ion)a Playground (Neighborhooc ~-a:i:. .. k) 

DescriptiQg:,. Cavanaugh Park is lo<'lated in the 5o0 acres next 

to the Cava-1a1:~~h SchooL. Not all of ·eris park is developed now; 

moreover'! S(1,ne ot' the land seems un' Ls<.:1,,, However~ the portion 

that is used provides areas :for baF .r ..:tball.~ picnics" play 

equiptment!. •Joftballt and tetherb:.lL, .An interesting variation 

of the pleyg1·ound is the par'l:;ial:y sheltered area for picnics 

and games.. This area is part of the school building itself .. 

There are no changes in the city budget for this park 

in the near ful'ure" 
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Park: Comstock Park 

Class1f1cat1on: Playf1eld (Includes Athletic field) 

Locat1on: Princeton Avenue north off the 1000 block of 
\ie·st Saginaw 

2 'I. 

Description: Comstock Park is strictly a year-round play and 

recreation center for young people. It 1s connected on- the 

north with the State School for the Blind. It features both 

summer and winter fac111t1es, an attractive pav111oncwh1ch 

serves 1n the w1nter as a warming shelter, excellent ball 

fields. and as a special feature provides a golf school center. 

As it serves a h1gh-dens1ty area, the fac111t1es offered 

are designed to keep young people occupied in a wide variety 

of sports and recreat1ono 
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Park: Everett Park 

Classification: Neighborhood Park ( Pl~~ield) 

Location: East Holmes Road 

80. 

Description: Although i-t,s size of 3.,0 acrH' .;carcely fits 

it into the Neighborhood Pat•k category, t Le serv:ices Everett 

Park offers answers the descriptione Lo<ated almost at the 

eastern end of Holmes Road., Everett Parlr has areas for 

basaball(bo·lih day and night) r; football, and skating in the 

winter~ A warming shelter is also four ! in the park~ The 

park seems to be very popular and well used as there were four 

ball games going on at the time the w:iter visited the park& 

By 1970 the city plans to spend .:1ome $50*> ·000 .. 00 for 

improving the present Everett Park ficilities and its lightinge 
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Park: H1a1ter Park 

Class1f1cat1on: Playfield (Includes Athletic Field) 

Location: 1400 i~st .Kalamazoo Street 

Descr1pt1on: Hunter Park 1s located in a densely populated 

area of Lansing and owes much of its popularity to the fact 

that it possesses one or the two public swimming pools in 

Lansing. On the day the writer visited this park 1t was at 

once apparent that of all the fac111t1es available for the 

youngsters, as well as for some 'moms', the pool was the 

main attract1ono There was a waiting line for boys and one 

for girls of approximately 200 children who would have to 

wait tor nearly an hour before their turns to use the pool. 

There was by far a greater concentration of children at this 

swimming pool than at any other park facility observed by the 

writer. Therefore, it was with some satisfaction that the 

writer foundll by looking through the capital Improvement Pro­

gram, that construction will begin 1n 1972 on two new pools: 

one at wa1nwr1ght Park, and the other at Kendon Park. It was 

with somewhat less sat1stact1on that the writer noted that of 

all four pools serving Lansing, not one would be north or 

Michigan Avenue. It 1s presumed that a satisfactory answer 

can be given for th1s apparent oversight of these low-income 

high-density minority-group areas. 

Forest Parke Library and Archives - Capital Area District Libraries



Forest Parke Library and Archives - Capital Area District Libraries



32. 

Park: Harshall .Park 

Class1f1cat1on: Playf1eld (Includes Athletic Field) 

Locat1on: 1600 block between ~ast Grand H1ver Avenue and 
East Saginaw. 

Description: Narshall Park, acquired 1n 1940, 1s the typical 

playf1eld as its fac111t1es 1nolude only athletic areas such 

as softball, baseball, football, basketball and tetherball. 

Although it aoes not featuee a lighted ballfield the park 1s 

used heavily during the day by both little league and adult 

teams. In 1971.the City Improvement .Pirogram will expand the 

bleachers at this park, for wl1ch ~7,200 has been allocated. 

The ground-level of this area at one t1me was much lower 

that 1t 1s today. The w~1ter recalls that 1n the 19JOs, when 

there was a distinct separation of populated areas between 

Lansing and East .Lansing, what 1s now 1v~arshall Park was used 

as a dump by the city of Lansing. It 1s much pleasanter to 

look upon today, and serves the avid ballplayers well. 
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Parkg Moores Park 

Classification~ Pl~i:ield 

Location~ East Moores River Drive 

Description: The 22,,,LJ.. arres of Moores Park ware given to 

the city of Lansing in 1910 by JoEeMoores ~ One of Lansing's 

most versatile parkst Moores Park offers special spots for 

basketball') lighted shuffleboard\9 softbalL tennis t ·i;etherball, 

and picnic grounds~ A pavil:'...on is provided for picnics. also e 

Walking down ·!;he chip-covered steep hill at Moores Par~ makes 

one ·chink of the fun this hill provides in t;he winter for sledding .. 

Not only is this park located on the banks of the Grand River, 

but it also has another attr~ion o'f} special f eature--a swim= 

ming pool. One might choose to swim or watch the fun in the 

pool from t~e bleeehers at one end of the pool~ 

In the future for Moores Park~ the park picnic pavilion 

is planned to be renovated at the cost of $35,000~00~ This 

project is planned to be fini shed by the year 19?0a The money 

for this project is financed from general revenew which comes 

from the general fund of the city budget~ Another change in 

the park will come by 19?1 when $941000.,,00 is spent~. also from 

general revenew, f'or improving various :facilities of recreat;ion 

in the present park~ 
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Park: Hanney Park 

Class1:f1cation: Playfield (Includes Athletic Field) 

Location: JJOO East Iiilchigan· Avenue 

Description; Ranney Park 1s a long. narrow park situated at 

the extreme east side of the c1ty and clbns1sts or 18o4 acres. 

It has several well-kept tennis courts. which always seem to 

be 1n use• J?erhaps because of their prox1.m1 ty to l1~1ch1gan 

State University dorm1tor1esc This 1s the only park that pro­

vides facilities for archeryp and one of the three which fea­

ture a lighted softball f1eldo It also supports a concession 

stand which demonstrates the popularity of the night softball 

games during the summer monthso 

.I 
! 

. I 
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Park.: Rise.ale Park 

Ql}!~ific?-tion ~ Playfield 

LccE.d,ionL: Pleasant Grove and Risdale Street ----·~9 
Risdale Park is a park of the fu.\,ure" It, co,a.priseu 

a tc,tal of 18 acres and is now- in its beginning construction 

::.:tage" Work began on this park just a few weeks ago, Land had 

to be lev Jled and a swcmp covered in ·!;he earliest stages of wo·:k"' 

.After the ground dries out aga:t.n grating will continue t:, smroth 

out· · the ground and th'9:n it ·will be planted; T4e date of c.1U­

pleiilon has not- been se-c;" 

Fol lowing i.s a ve-:zy- rougb sketch of the future plan,...· :for 

Risdale P1rk: ('):h;9 cost will be about 1n1~1000, 00) 

Ri sda.le. Street ·~~\~~-S~c-a---~-P~-r-~~--------------------~----~--~----

---
G ,, 

~ 
f'llrk/,v9 ;% 

~~---
~­

( Pln1'4. .• e<V 

. ...._,-----I ______ ---- ·- ----- ----
r,_:'.-4.r...t ., ".I" I ~- 1! I 

J 
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Park: Washington Park 

Classification~ Playfield (Including Athle·t.ic Field) 

~escription: Even though it seems long and narrow~ Washington 

Park covers 44~0 acres~ It was aquired by the city of Lansing 

in 1942<, Perhaps its shape lEnds well to what is offered in 

the park: areas for baseballi basketball, football'J a nature 

trail,i picnic areas and pavilion,, playground equiptment, softballt· 

tetherballv and skating on a rillk in the winter.. The park is 

spacious and the areas are will placed, not crowding each othere 

In the future Washington Park will have a $35tOOO~OO 

softball diamond to replace tki.e lighted one at ~~iller Road., 

P.lans sa::, that this project is expected to be completed by 1971,,, 

Tennis courts and parking gac5.lities will be added for $10,000.,00 

between the years of 1972 ·t;o J.974" 
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Park: Frances Park 

Classific ationg Ornamental .h-ea of Special Park 

Loca.tionr, West Moores River Drive 

Description: Frances Park is one of Lansing's oldesti [argest~ 

and most unusual parks.. In 1918 J . H~ Moores endowed tt,e 5? ,.8 

· acres now known as F::t'ances Park to Lru1sing~ This aref; given 

in honor of his wife. Frances~ now hosts several rosE gardens 

as its special feature~ Dozens of var·ieties of roses grow in 

the neatly organized, well labeled~ shrub enclosed a:-ea known 

as the Rose Gardeno Two circles of roses are found in the 

parking lot of the rose gardan~ giving a hint of tJe beauty 

to be found just a few s·ceps away 0 .!djacen,.t to t oo Rose Garden 

is aa:"omantic fairland park with precisely trimmeo busbes, shrubs ~ 

and trees~ The eye-~oothing color of green is th~ maj~ color 

in this form.al · garden contrasting and blending i·~s various 

shadeso On ea.ch end of this long fairyland garden Ls an arbor., 

To the east the arbor is shaded by trees and is circular with 

benches for resting and absorbing the beauty arowd the viewer~ 

At the western end of this form.al garden is a v~ne covered 

arbor wi.th a special spot for viewing the Grar.t River.. Flowers 

and flowering shrubs occasionally dot the ed~es of this breath­

taking garden~. Picnic areas , a large play-field for games,i_ and 

a pavilion for indoor eating are also parG of Frances Park@ 

No additions or changes are in sito for this park in the 

near future.;._ 
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1:g:£ Fenner Arbore·;;um 

C!~;2..sifi_£a-t_i_g_P.;,. Parkways!, Special Park 

~s>~tion: East Mount Hope .Avenue 

J2_esclj.,:e:tion~. An arboretum- Webster sa:ys an arboretum is "L~ a 
place where many k:nds of trees and shrubs are grown for exibition 
'.:>r m;udy; hence 2 a wooded public pa,".'.'k~" No better word can 
des~ribe Fenner Pa~k or Fenner Arboretum for one of the reasons 
th~s 120 ac-es of _and was set aside was perhaps because of the 
great num.be ... of kinds of trees/) a.bout 168 species of birds., 14 

kinds of an ma s ,from chipmtmks to foxes, end 10 kinds of turtles 
are all found in this ~hree m~le area! The answer to wby so 
~any kinds of plants~ anima_s ~ and birds are found in this area 
is that the land now known as Fenner Arboretu...m is a unique habitat 
containing a m-rnrap forest t Trnodlots., a bog. and uplands. each 
one offering its ov.rn ecolog.:cEl make-up to the total confines 
of the Park Not only was the lend of such ecological valueo; 
but the price of it wa_ indeed low for such a plot of land~ The 
cost was a mer~ ~t4-0.i O O". The m.e.n 1.•espondsible for obtai.ning of 

t· s land is Car Fenner who is now a retired Director of Par 
of Lansing~ 

The unique habitats Etn'l eGological J::>nes of the park can 
be studied by taking hikes through the Ar"i:',oretum.., Four nature 
·trails are found and maps may be obtained to en.rich the hiker's 
trip., A Nature ,....cience Build:Ln.g :ound in ·'-he park also serves 

as a museum of speci.mens of wild life both dead and liv-ingr 
The Prairi El.. ibit shows several examples of animals that 
liv on a prairie from prairie dogs to Texas longhor:,:is and Bison."' 
The writer feels she could go on for pages describing 11 there 
is to see &"'l.d learn. from the Fenner Arboretum.~ but these a.re 
jus·c- words that give word pie tures in one's mind., A person may 

se·::: for himself ty taking a picnic to one of ·t;he picnic areas 
inside tb.e park, tot1ring the park :.>y ...,ar,, and taking at least 
one of th-a · ature hikes.. School classes may als o tour the 

Arboretum ·;;nrcughout trie school year at presently no charge\! 

(Last year..· alo . .:e SL-me 1,500 chilrlren went v the Fenner Arboretum 

:'.:'or r- ci s·.1ce st .di ?S;} 1 v9al ;; of fun an( l .. arni21g awaits 
1. ·, S .; -:; .... ~ Oc t;]:; nc I 

Jlh_ "'e ,,.e 'IO f lf'n 3 for e ·pa :i.o c,f th~ F nner A.rbore·tui:m 
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fark: ~otter rark 

Locat1on: 1)01 south Pennsylvania 

Classif1oa t1on: :3pecial J:ark 

Description: Potter J:-ark 1s not only the largest park 1n 

Lansing proper!) but 1s also one of the oldest. dating back 

to 1915. 

The one hu..~dred and two acres contain a zoo, pony rides 0 

play fac111t1es, indoor and outdoor picnic areas. a concession 

stand. and flower gardenso It 1s a scenic park as the south 

boundary follows the Grand River; 1n con.,rast. the north 1s 

bounded by the Grand Trunk Railroad. 

There have been two major building periods dnring the 

fifty year history of the zoo. At the t.ime of early develop­

ment of the park a large animal building was erected~ and in 

the 19JO\, the .~orks Project Administration built the aviary, 

outdoor monkey containment, and outdoor fac111t1es for small 

an1ma.lso A large ·area has been fenced off for elk, buffalo, 

lamas , and goats,, . 

On the yellow t1le and sterile concrete of zoo cages 

the male lion paces endlessly back and forth the full twelve 

feet the length of his cage perm1tso The tiger, known for 

power and beauty 0 walks around his cage with flaccid muscles. 

The pig-tailed macaque stares back at the spectator w1th 

bored and unseeing eyes as the fingers of his left hand 
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- pick listlessly at the fingers of is right hand. ~hese ani­

mals, all so alert and vitally al1ve in their native state, 

have been reduced to virtual neurosis 1n their bare, naked 

cageso outmoded so .II',any years ago by modern zoologists. 'l'h1s 

mental and physical cruelty to the creatures of the 'b1g 

house' 1s the one, but shaceful, blot on the Lansing Parks 

systemo 

The C1ty Improvements Program h~s recommended three pro­

jects for Potter Park during the years 1 69-1974: a hay and 

grain barn at $100000; a contact area for children to touch 

animals at J18,000; and a park tra1n at ~40,000. 'I'h1s amounts 

to ~68 0 000 for park improvements during the next five years 

and not once cent or one recommendation has even been sug­

gested for 1mprov1ng the fac111t1es of the large cats and 

monkeys 1n their antiquated cages. It would seem to the wri­

ters that 1f park planning 1s concerned about developing fa­

c111t1es to attract the publ1c to Potter Park, as the above 

1nd1c te • 1t would do well to first appropriaee money to 

make improvements realistic and hUJ!lane. 

Forest Parke Library and Archives - Capital Area District Libraries



Forest Parke Library and Archives - Capital Area District Libraries



Park,; Reutter Park 

Classif1cation1.. Ornamental .Area 

Location: Capitol Avenue and Kalamazoo Street 

41. 

Descri,,;etio: •. .1 The downtown 3 a O acre Reutter Park watJ aquirecl 

by the c ity of Lansing in 18?8.. This park is the s1~cond oldest 

park in Lansi.1g c, Located just two blocks south of our State 

Capitol Buildh•g, Reut t er ?ark offeirs a restful area o:f gre,n 

trees and grass With a large lighted foun·t;ain as t oe CrOW'-

of the park,.. A -b·1sy shoppe,r or stl1dent m.ay rest t or a t ime 

on one of the benci1es or ou the grass in t his lovely old park 

and watch the spray from the fountain shoot towat d the sky. 

No changes i n the neur future are foreseen for Reutter Parkci 
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Park: Shubel Park 

Classification: Nature 'l'ra1ls and Greenhouse 

Location: 1.500 East I·~ount Hope Avenue 

//2. 

Description: ~hubel Park is unique among the rest of the 

parks 1n thr. Lansing area: It ma1n¥ns a greenhouse, and 

:furnishes flowers and plants to the ce.llleteries, golf courses 

and othe·: parks 1n the system. It covers an area of fifty­

five t'1 1,.rese w1 h Sycamore Creek w1nd1ng through 1to 

.Ji th the exception of that land used for ma1nta1n1ng th 

gar,.en and greenhouses, the remainder 1s used for nature 

t]a~ls. With the expansion of the city this park contains 

laluable land for developing other facilities, in the future . 

An appropriation or $8,000 has been recommended for 1971 to 

expand and improve the greenhouse fac111t1eso 
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Park : Bancr oft Park 

Classification: Large Park 

Location: Otto Street off 1400 North Brand street 

Description: .Bancroft Park was acquired in 1920 and consists 

of 442 acres of land. It runs parallel, north and south, to 

the 8roesbeck Golf Course and is connected at the southern 

boundary to Ormond Farko which contains 8.8 acres, and at 

the northwest boundary to Porter Park, which contains 7 acreso 

'l'he entire complex thus becomes a sizable area of 175.2 acres. 

Bancroft Park provides both a skating rink and sl1d1ng 

hill, as well as a warming shelter,to be enjoyed during the 

winter monthso There is a softball lot, basketball court and 

tether ball area. Playground equipment for younger children 

as well as a picnic area, a fire circle and rest rooms also 

provided. 

A nice feature, depending upon one's point of v1ew, 1s 

the fact that by being rather long and narrow the picnic 

tables are peacefully situated some distance away from the 

recreation area! Large shade trees and a rolling terrace give 

th1s park a most pleasant atmospheree 
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Park: Grand ,,oods Par. 

Classification: Large Park 

Location: ~-,est from the 1JOO block of North ;;averly to the 
end of Barton Dr1ve. 

Description: Grand i·,oods Park covers an ar~a of 1J9 acres and 

is scenically situated on the east side of the Grand River as 

1 t flo ,'IS out of the Lansing area northwest of the e1 ty. It 

was acquired 1n 1939 at a time when few houses were situated 

in this area. Presently 1t 1s surrounded by beautiful resi-

dent1al areas .. 

On the day this park was v1s1tedo three parks 1nstructori 

were conducting recreation for young groups. One young man 

was involved 1n a softball game9 a young lady was conducting 

a story-telling session and another was getting a group of 

youngsters ready to start on one of the nature trails. The 

youngsters part1cipat1ng 1n these act1v1t1es are buss6d 1n 

from the Lan.a1ng area, and are able to part1c1pate 1n the 

many continuous summer programs including camping skills. 

first aid, sports. and outdoor wood lore 0 to mention a few. 

Th1s park serves a special fwict1o:n by getting children from 

the inner city out to enjoy and learn about the wonderful 

world of natureo 
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45. 
Park: Scott "i"ioods Park 

Classification: Large Park 

Location: South of the 1JOO block of East Mount Hope Avenue 
to the end of Clifton Avenue 

Description: Scott ~Joods Park provides an o:pportun1 ty_ for 

people to enjoy the outdoors throu.gh its nature trails which 

cover an area of seventy acreso It lies southwest of the 

?·'.iount Hope Cemetery, and 1s an area of unmolested beauty o 

Sycamore Creek winds its way through the park and adjoining 

cemetery before joining with the Red Cedar at sycamore and 

Potter Parks, and eventually with the Grand River at tast 

Kain Street. 

The Park System has provided a peaceful cleared picnic 

area with outdoor barbecue equipment, and also a fire cir~le o 

This park 1s one of the most unique as far as outdoor beauty 

and would be especially enjoyable 1n the spring and fall of 

the year 0 as a family park for p1cn1ck1ng and outdoor walkso 
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Conclusion 

With a fleeting glance the observer may see that. the city 

of Lansing has a gre(/" number of parks~ From their study the 

wri~ers feel that they have discovered where some of the major 

parks am~ found ~iscussed them~ The writers have studied 

such parks as Fenner Arboretum'/) Frances Park,, Grand Woods Park, 

and a nature study area as Woldum.ar and found that Lansing 

had some farseeing philanthropists and citizans interested in 

preserving the beauty of nauure . as created by God and unspoiled 

by man e These people were respondsible for much of the comeline 

in the Lansing area today e Careful evaluation,, study,, and plan= 

ning as well as cooperation from the Parks Department~ City 

Planners~ and Redevelopers are only parts of the city's park 

systems These people plan and recommend what should be done 

to ·;mprove the recreational areas in the city; but the final 

decisions rest on City Council for what will be done in, with 

or for parks in Lansinge 

The writers found that there are some flaws in Lansing• s 

parks as the outdated large animal building at Potter Park r. 

No improvements or changes are planned for at least the next 

five years because of the lack of fundse A zoological society 

could do much in the area of gathering funds and working to 

build modern spacious facilities for these deprived animalsr 

Even though time did not permit further s tgt:dy of more parks 

the writers feel that their discoveries are of great val to 

them in making them better informed citizans of the Lansing 
.., .: .. ... 
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s"'e6 and wiJ l be to the cbildr·~r they tea<'h ~s they nake 

them awv .:-e of the beauty fou 1d r1 lU' t:_t:m in perks as v/ell 

as the rea.1c s Por pa: ... l-cs and the proc 0 edures behjng the I ans in~ 

Park System 

~~{{~~~··· 
J4SO AC.,RE.-S 

• ~50 MILE~ OF Bl:AUTIF'ULLV 

. ~ 
• .55 
• U.1 

K.E.PT ~HADE Tf!'\EES 
GcO.LF cou~~E"::» - .317.5 ACRE~ 
6UPJ:RVJ~l:.D P1.AYQ~OUN D~ 
Mfl.E!> OF RJV£R ~RoNTA4E. 
UNO~~ PARK .SOARD JU~l~DICTI0"-1 

• 6 MIJ..ES OF NATU~E: ~AILS 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFOJ\MATION 
C:..ONTAC-T 

TUE PAI',!',. BOAI\O 
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